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BALI BOMBING MEMORIAL ADDS POIGNANT HIGHLIGHT TO 
DARWIN WAR AND DISASTER CONFERENCE 
 
11 October 2012 
  
 
Royal Darwin Hospital (RDH) held its first “War and Disaster” conference at the Darwin 
Convention Centre in 2010. The event focuses on the many and varied demands and crises faced 
by the hospital not only from local events but also from its Asian neighbours. 
 
This year’s conference, held in the first week of October, had the added poignancy of marking the 
10th Anniversary of the Bali bombings in which the RDH, together with Bali’s Sanglah hospital 
played a remarkable role in attending to the hundreds of people injured in the nightclub blasts of 
October 12, 2002 – in which 200 people, including 88 Australians, were killed. 
 
To commemorate the occasion, John Howard, the Prime Minister of Australia at the time of the 
bombings, was the guest speaker at the Welcome Gala Dinner of the conference which raised 
funds for the Sanglah hospital. 
 
The “War and Disaster” conference is an initiative of, and is organised by, Darwin’s National 
Critical Care and Trauma Response Centre (NCCTRC) which was established following the Bali 
bombing in 2004 with the encouragement of the people of Darwin, funded by the Australian 
Government and well supported by the NT Government, as Mr Howard reminded his dinner 
audience, and has since developed close ties with Bali’s Sanglah Hospital. 
 
The former Prime Minister also told the audience the legacy of the event has resulted in closer 
ties with Indonesia, saying “the fight against terrorism has been more successful in our part of 
the world than many predicted at the time.” 
 
Mr Howard paid particular tribute to the staff of the RDH for their treatment of those injured in 
the bombings. “The response was a triumph of what I think can be described as the gentle 
efficiency of Australians when faced with a great crisis,” he said. 
 
The conference, which attracted 200 delegates, was noteworthy for the involvement of a number 
of eminent speakers in the sessions on relevant crisis matters. Notable among these was Dr Len 
Notaras who spoke at the opening session of the conference on his experiences during the 
aftermath of the bombing. Dr Notaras was recruited as Medical Superintendent of RDH in 1994 
and held that position while playing a central role in the success of the Bali bombing operations. 
He also played a central part in the establishment of the NCCTRC and now fills the pivotal role of 
Executive Director of the Centre. His contributions to the RDH and his trauma work have been 
recognised with several professional and academic awards in addition to the Order of Australia in 
2003 for his work in the Bali Assist Response.  
 
Dr Notaras was joined by several of his senior colleagues and associated medical specialists, 
including 2004 Australian of the Year, Winthrop Professor Fiona Wood AM, and Dr Wayan 
Sutarga, President and CEO of Sanglah Hospital.  
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The conference was followed by a Public Forum and panel discussion involving Professor Clare 
Martin, Chief Minister of the NT from 2001 to 2007, Dr Ian Norton, NCCTRC Director of Disaster 
Response, Julian Burton, burns victim survivor and founder of his eponymous Burns Trust, and 
Sally Sara, senior ABC Foreign Correspondent. A video message from the Governor of Bali, Mr I 
Made Mangku Pastika was also shown.  
 
Darwin Convention Centre General Manager Malu Barrios said the Convention Centre had been 
very pleased to welcome the “War and Disaster” conference in 2010 and 2011but that it had been 
a particular privilege to host the 10th Anniversary conference this month. 
 
“As a committed member of the Darwin community, it is especially satisfying for the Centre to 
have the opportunity to support and promote the awareness and interests of the city and its 
benefits and assets – particularly The Royal Darwin Hospital in which we all take so much pride,” 
said Mrs Barrios. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
For further media information or comment, please contact: 
Mr Peter Sawyer 
Sawyer Public Relations Media Consultant to the Darwin Convention Centre 
T:   + 61 417 626 605  
E:  peter@sawyerpr.com.au 
 
www.darwinconvention.com.au 
 
About AEG Ogden: 
AEG Ogden is a joint venture between Australian interests and AEG Facilities of the United States.  
AEG Ogden manages venues throughout the Asia Pacific region, including Sydney’s Acer Arena, the Brisbane Entertainment 
Centre and the Newcastle Entertainment Centre, and the Perth Arena (currently under construction); the Brisbane, Cairns, Darwin 
and Kuala Lumpur Convention Centres, the Qatar National Convention Centre (currently under construction), Suncorp Stadium in 
Brisbane and live theatres including Perth’s His Majesty’s Theatre and the Perth Concert Hall. 
 
About AEG Facilities 
AEG, a wholly owned subsidiary of the Anschutz Company, is the leading sports, entertainment and venue operator in the world.  
AEG Facilities, a stand-alone affiliate of AEG, owns, operates or consults with 100 of the industry’s preeminent venues worldwide, 
across five continents, and works in concert with affiliated AEG entities, including live event producer, AEG Live, AEG Global 
Partnerships and AEG Development to support the success of AEG venues across the globe.  AEG owns, operates or provides 
services to venues including STAPLES Center (Los Angeles, Calif.), The Home Depot Center (Carson, Calif.), Nokia Theatre L.A. 
Live (Los Angeles, Calif.), Citizens Business Bank Arena (Ontario, Calif.), Valley View Casino Center (San Diego, Calif.) Sprint 
Center (Kansas City, Mo.), XL Center and Rentschler Field (Hartford, Conn.), The Rose Garden (Portland, Ore.), KeyArena (Seattle, 
Wash.), KFC YUM! Center (Louisville, Ky.), AmericanAirlines Arena (Miami, Fla.), AT&T Center (San Antonio, Tx.), Time Warner 
Cable Arena (Charlotte, N.C.), Prudential Center (Newark, N.J.), Target Center (Minneapolis, Minn.), Mercedes-Benz Arena 
(Shanghai, China), MasterCard Center (Beijing, China), The O2 Arena (London, England), O2 World (Berlin, Germany), O2 World 
Hamburg (Hamburg, Germany), Ahoy Arena (Rotterdam, Netherlands), Pernambuco Stadium (Recife, Brazil), Acer Arena (Sydney, 
Australia), Globe Arenas (Stockholm, Sweden) and the Qatar National Convention Centre (Doha, Qatar).  For more information, 
please visit www.aegworldwide.com.  


