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“WE GROW THEM UP LEARNING FESTIVAL” HOSTED AT 
DARWIN  CONVENTION CENTRE 
 
12 June 2012  
 
 
The third “We Grow Them Up Learning Festival”, a forum which celebrates and shares Indigenous and non 
Indigenous approaches to raising children, was held at the Darwin Convention Centre in the first week in 
June. 

The two day Festival’s objective of “sharing knowledge and learning from each other” is achieved by the 
exchange of ideas and experience from individuals and teams working in remote communities and a wide 
range of community groups. 

Initiated and developed by Anglicare NT’s Communities for Children East Arnhem and funded by the 
Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs, the event was attended by 
representatives from remote communities across East Arnhem Land. Other contributors included Dr 
Howard Bath the Northern Territory Children’s Commissioner. 

Ian Fisher, CEO of Anglicare NT said the Festival program featured some 30 Workshop and “Yarning Mat” 
sessions in which the objective was to promote discussion on a wide range of topics including diet and 
nutrition, how to develop and maintain child friendly communities, the role of men in child rearing in 
remote communities and to compare the different experiences and influences of various communities. 

“Essentially it’s about “growing our children strong,” sharing our experiences and learning from each other 
while reinforcing that sound early childhood development practices are the foundation of leadership skills 
and self confidence,” said Ian Fisher. 

“The festival was tremendously successful and builds on the knowledge developed and refined over the 
past three years. This was the first time we have used the Convention Centre as our home for the two days 
and the feedback from participants about the venue and staff was overwhelmingly positive and contributed 
hugely to its success,” Mr Fisher added.    

Malu Barrios, General Manager of the Darwin Convention Centre “The Centre was particularly privileged to 
be selected to host the event for the first time.”  

“It was inspiring to see the genuine interest and desire from the participants to maximise their 
involvement, gaining as much as possible from this mentoring, educational and bonding initiative.” said Mrs 
Barrios. 

 
Yarning mat session 
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For further media information or comment, please contact: 
Mr Peter Sawyer 
Sawyer Public Relations Media Consultant to the Darwin Convention Centre 
T:   + 61 417 626 605  
E:  peter@sawyerpr.com.au 
 
www.darwinconvention.com.au 
 
About AEG Ogden: 
AEG Ogden is a joint venture between Australian interests and AEG Facilities of the United States.  
AEG Ogden manages venues throughout the Asia Pacific region, including Sydney’s Acer Arena, the Brisbane Entertainment 
Centre and the Newcastle Entertainment Centre, and the Perth Arena (currently under construction); the Brisbane, Cairns, Darwin 
and Kuala Lumpur Convention Centres, the Qatar National Convention Centre (currently under construction), Suncorp Stadium in 
Brisbane and live theatres including Perth’s His Majesty’s Theatre and the Perth Concert Hall. 
 
About AEG Facilities 
AEG, a wholly owned subsidiary of the Anschutz Company, is the leading sports, entertainment and venue operator in the world.  
AEG Facilities, a stand-alone affiliate of AEG, owns, operates or consults with 100 of the industry’s preeminent venues worldwide, 
across five continents, and works in concert with affiliated AEG entities, including live event producer, AEG Live, AEG Global 
Partnerships and AEG Development to support the success of AEG venues across the globe.  AEG owns, operates or provides 
services to venues including STAPLES Center (Los Angeles, Calif.), The Home Depot Center (Carson, Calif.), Nokia Theatre L.A. 
Live (Los Angeles, Calif.), Citizens Business Bank Arena (Ontario, Calif.), Valley View Casino Center (San Diego, Calif.) Sprint 
Center (Kansas City, Mo.), XL Center and Rentschler Field (Hartford, Conn.), The Rose Garden (Portland, Ore.), KeyArena (Seattle, 
Wash.), KFC YUM! Center (Louisville, Ky.), AmericanAirlines Arena (Miami, Fla.), AT&T Center (San Antonio, Tx.), Time Warner 
Cable Arena (Charlotte, N.C.), Prudential Center (Newark, N.J.), Target Center (Minneapolis, Minn.), Mercedes-Benz Arena 
(Shanghai, China), MasterCard Center (Beijing, China), The O2 Arena (London, England), O2 World (Berlin, Germany), O2 World 
Hamburg (Hamburg, Germany), Ahoy Arena (Rotterdam, Netherlands), Pernambuco Stadium (Recife, Brazil), Acer Arena (Sydney, 
Australia), Globe Arenas (Stockholm, Sweden) and the Qatar National Convention Centre (Doha, Qatar).  For more information, 
please visit www.aegworldwide.com.  


