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UROLOGICAL CONFERENCE BECOMES VENUE FOR MEMORABLE 
MEDAL CEREMONY 
 
3 May 2012 
  
 
At first sight a urological conference might not appear to be a logical venue for a historic and 
emotional medal ceremony – yet that is exactly what happened at the 65th Annual Society 
Meeting of the Urological Society of Australia and New Zealand, held at the Darwin Convention 
Centre last week (April 21 – 24). 
 
Almost 600 urological surgeons and nurses were attending the same meeting in Christchurch’s 
city centre last year when the earthquake that claimed 185 lives struck.  Many of those attending 
risked their own lives to help rescue people trapped in broken buildings. 
 
While this year’s gathering obviously carried the scars and memories of the previous year’s, 
Darwin Convention Centre General Manager Malu Barrios commented that it was among the most 
successful and inspirational in her experience. 
 
The emotional highlight came at the closing conference dinner with the presentation by the 
Society of the Christchurch Medal Award for Bravery in recognition of the immediate response to 
the crisis during the previous annual meeting of the Society. 
 
The presentations were made to four urological surgeons, all members of the Society – one each 
from Christchurch and England and two from Brisbane – who, disregarding the risks to their own 
lives, entered the disaster scene and treated several trapped and badly injured people, with one 
of the group amputating the leg of a man trapped under fallen concrete with a pen knife. 
 
“It was a totally moving gesture that will live in my memory forever – and a privilege for the 
Centre to host such a memorable experience,” said Ms Barrios. 
 
 
 
For further media information or comment, please contact: 
Mr Peter Sawyer 
Sawyer Public Relations Media Consultant to the Darwin Convention Centre 
T:   + 61 417 626 605  
E:  peter@sawyerpr.com.au 
 
www.darwinconvention.com.au 
 
 
 
About AEG Ogden: 
AEG Ogden is a joint venture between Australian interests and AEG Facilities of the United States.  
AEG Ogden manages venues throughout the Asia Pacific region, including Sydney’s Acer Arena, the Brisbane Entertainment 
Centre and the Newcastle Entertainment Centre, and the Perth Arena (currently under construction); the Brisbane, Cairns, Darwin 
and Kuala Lumpur Convention Centres, the Qatar National Convention Centre (currently under construction), Suncorp Stadium in 
Brisbane and live theatres including Perth’s His Majesty’s Theatre and the Perth Concert Hall. 
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About AEG Facilities 
AEG, a wholly owned subsidiary of the Anschutz Company, is the leading sports, entertainment and venue operator in the world.  
AEG Facilities, a stand-alone affiliate of AEG, owns, operates or consults with 100 of the industry’s preeminent venues worldwide, 
across five continents, and works in concert with affiliated AEG entities, including live event producer, AEG Live, AEG Global 
Partnerships and AEG Development to support the success of AEG venues across the globe.  AEG owns, operates or provides 
services to venues including STAPLES Center (Los Angeles, Calif.), The Home Depot Center (Carson, Calif.), Nokia Theatre L.A. 
Live (Los Angeles, Calif.), Citizens Business Bank Arena (Ontario, Calif.), Valley View Casino Center (San Diego, Calif.) Sprint 
Center (Kansas City, Mo.), XL Center and Rentschler Field (Hartford, Conn.), The Rose Garden (Portland, Ore.), KeyArena (Seattle, 
Wash.), KFC YUM! Center (Louisville, Ky.), AmericanAirlines Arena (Miami, Fla.), AT&T Center (San Antonio, Tx.), Time Warner 
Cable Arena (Charlotte, N.C.), Prudential Center (Newark, N.J.), Target Center (Minneapolis, Minn.), Mercedes-Benz Arena 
(Shanghai, China), MasterCard Center (Beijing, China), The O2 Arena (London, England), O2 World (Berlin, Germany), O2 World 
Hamburg (Hamburg, Germany), Ahoy Arena (Rotterdam, Netherlands), Pernambuco Stadium (Recife, Brazil), Acer Arena (Sydney, 
Australia), Globe Arenas (Stockholm, Sweden) and the Qatar National Convention Centre (Doha, Qatar).  For more information, 
please visit www.aegworldwide.com.  


